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PROJECT SIERRA: A FAMILY AND A FUTURE
STUDY TOUR - MAY 2010

Andrea Mills, SI New York City and United Nations representative wrote a
daily blog on the recent Study Tour, so that Soroptimists and others could
share in the trip as it unfolded. Here are Andrea’s postings (from the SI
Programme Blog at www.siprogrammeblog.blogspot.com)

MONDAY, MAY 3, 2010
Soroptimists Back in Sierra Leone - 3rd Study Tour

Tonight we arrived in Sierra Leone and were greeted by Alison Sutherland,
our Soropotimist Coordinator, and Joe Glackin from Hope and Homes for
Children.

It is always interesting to arrive in a new country and arriving in Sierra Leone
is definitely a team effort. Alison and Joe negotiated our transport from the
airport, got us on the ferry and dealt with sudden room changes at the hotel.
They even had water and a snack ready for us in the van during our trip. What
more could we ask for?

Joe also deserves a gold start for hanging with nine women from all of the
world for the week. Joe brought some support to our transport from the airport
in the forma a young man who is the bookeeper/accountant for Hope and
Homes for Children in Sierra Leone. Of course, as an accountant myself, |
was very happy to meet this young man who serves as their fiscal person. |
couldn't wait to tell him that accounting is near and dear to my heart.

One of the highlights of the trip from airport was a little incident at the ferry
terminal. With our van jam packed with nine women, our driver, Joe and the
accountant/bookeeper, we could not make it up the ramp onto the ferry! We
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all had to disembark, except for the driver, to reduce weight. Thank goodness
the van made it up the ramp without us having to remove our luggage -- or
having to push the van up the ramp. That would have been fun!

All'in all, the journey from the airport to our hotel added a good travel story to
my collection.

And the adventure continues."

TUESDAY, MAY 4, 2010
Project Slerra Study Tour - 2nd day

Reporter- for the Study Tours- Andrea Mills, SI Representative to the UN New
York

"The second day of trip is our project visit to Bo. Bo is Sierra Leone's "second
city". We headed out for a four hour ride to Bo after a morning information
session about Hope and Homes for Children including confidentiality
restrictions on photographing children.

We travelled in three SUVs with the third carrying a mechanic. | wondered
why the SUV with the mechanic was always last, until our SUV clutch broke
down. We coasted for a while until we came to a stop about 15 minutes
outside of Bo. Luckily we were able to pile into the other SUVs and head to
the project. It was bit crowded, but we all fit in.

As we continued our journey to the project, we were actually stopped by a
police roadblock. All | was thinking was we were going to be in trouble with all
these people piled into one SUV! We rolled down the window, the police
officer looked in and began to laugh hysterically. | don't think it was something
he could ever have expected -- a car full of Soroptimists! Thanks to Suba
giving her beautiful smile we all avoided jail.
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